Setesdal Vesthei – Ryfylkeheiane Landscape Conservation Area (SVR) in Norway
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The southernmost population of wild reindeer in Europe is found in the Setesdal Vesthei –Ryfylkeheiane Landscape Conservation Area (SVR).
Wild reindeer are migratory animals that are very sensitive to disturbance. Major parts of the Setesdal Vesthei– Ryfylkeheiane mountain area is a bedrock plateau with sparse vegetation. The area forms the southern border for the most common species of game in Norway. 

Hydropower development and road construction have had a huge impact on the landscape. The cultural heritage is here related to the hunting of wild reindeer. In addition, the area bears witness to cattle and sheep having grazed here, and to mining. 

Approximately 1/3 of the conservation area is owned by the government, while the rest is in private possession. Conservation is no obstacle to traditional use and resource utilization, and the area is a breadbasket with trout, reindeer, mountain grouse and other small game. It is also important as grazing land for sheep. 

Several of the ancient trails between the Setesdal Valley and the districts of Øvre Telemark and Ryfylke ran through this area, and many of the current tourist paths follow the ancient roads. The Mountain Touring Association and Statskog keep the area accessible to people who want to enjoy the scenery and outdoor life.   
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